
Safe and Clean Fueling  
Before Fueling:
 - Make sure the boat is securely tied to the dock.
 - Remind the boater to close all windows, doors and hatches and send 
   passengers ashore.
 - Make sure that all sources of ignition are o�  (engine, galley, cigarettes).
 - Ask the boater if they need Gasoline or Diesel Fuel. Con�rm their choice  
   of fuel again when handing them the nozzle. 
 - When handing the nozzle keep the tip up and also hand the boater an 
   absorbent pad at the same time. Tell them to place it around the deck �ll  
   to catch any backsplash.
 - If �lling a portable tank, always remove the tank from the boat and place  
   it on the ground or dock. Use funnels to help prevent spills. 

During Fueling:
 - Look to see that they are inserting the nozzle into the correct deck 
   opening.
 - Provide an absorbent pad or donut to use around the nozzle and deck  
   �ll to help catch any spills.
 - Watch to be sure they stay with the boat. Do not allow the use of hand  
   free clips or other devices that prop the nozzle in place. 
 - Encourage them to keep contact between the nozzle and the deck �ll to 
   prevent sparking.
 - Don’t rely on the automatic shuto� device. Marina fuel pumps often fuel  
  at a faster rate than land-based pumps and often don’t cut o� in time. 
 - Discourage customers from topping o�. As the temperature rises fuel  
   expands and this, combined with waves, can lead to vent spills. 

After Fueling: 
 - Make sure if the boat has a blower that it is run for 4 minutes. If the fuel  
   dock is crowded move them down without starting the engine. 
 - Wipe up spills and drips on the deck and dispose of used pads properly.
 - Do not use detergents to disperse a sheen or spill on the water.
 - Remind them to open all ports, hatches and doors and to sni� the bilge 
   compartment for any fumes. 
 - Hang the nozzle with the tip up to prevent fuel from draining out.
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Maintenance Tip Sheet

Oil Changes:
 Changing engine oil, checking �uid levels and  getting routine inspections are the best 
 ways to keep your boat running smoothly. Refer to the owner’s manual for the 
 recommended intervals to change the �uids that keep the boat running in tip top condition.

“Clean” Tips for Changing Oil:
 -  Let machinery components and �uids cool before doing any work to ensure pressure is relieved   
    from the closed �uid systems.
 - Use a self-contained spill-proof oil extractor to remove �uids.
 - Temporarily disable the bilge pump so that it doesn’t cycle on in the case of a spill.
 - Use an oil-only absorbent pad under the engine and in the bilge to absorb spills.
 - Place a plastic bag around the �lter before removing to catch drips.
 - Top o� �uids, wipe up any spills, and reconnect the bilge pump.
 - Recycle the �lter and used oil at a recycling location and dispose of used absorbent        
                pads and rags properly.
 
Changing Fuel Filters:
 Inspecting and changing fuel �lters should be part of any routine maintenance plan.     
               Changing the fuel �lter is especially important if you boat in an area that has recently 
 switched to ethanol formulated gasoline. Refer to the engine owner’s manual. Proper 
 fuel �ow and �ltration is essential to smooth operation.

“Clean” Tips for Changing Fuel Filters:
 - Clean o� any dirt from around the old �lter and �lter housing.
 - Temporarily disable the bilge pump so that it doesn’t cycle in the case of a spill.
 - Use an oil-only absorbent pad under the engine and in the bilge to absorb spills.
 - Use a bucket or cut the top o� of a plastic soda bottle to catch fuel over�ow.
 - Empty the bowl into the bucket and dispose of in a used fuel bin at your marina.
 - Clean the bowl or housing with an oil-only absorbent rag before replacing element.
 - Lubricate “O” rings and prime the �lter and fuel line as necessary.

Bilge Maintenance:
 Engine lubricants are meant to coat engine parts – not the inside of the bilge. But invariably, even the  
 most careful person can experience drips from an oil change or leaks from a �tting, which could   
 become major problems for the boater, the marina and the environment. Any time you are working   
 on a boat be sure to use caution to prevent contaminants from entering the bilge. 

  - Keep the engine tuned to minimize oil leaks.
  - Check that clamps and filters are sealed properly.
  - Inspect hoses and belts for peeling or cracking.
  - Place an oil-absorbent pad under your engine.
  - Use an oil-absorbent bilge sock near your pump.
  - Wipe up spills, drips and splatters immediately.
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Pump Out Tip Sheet

How To Pump Your Boat's Holding Tank:
Since di�erent machines vary slightly, be sure to read and follow posted direc-
tions! In general, here's how it works:

Step 1:
Remove cap from boat's deck waste �tting.

Step 2:
Insert pumpout hose nozzle into deck �tting.

Step 3:
Turn pump on. If there is a hose valve, open it to start the suction.

Step 4:
When no waste is seen in sight glass, close hose valve and remove nozzle from 
deck �tting

Step 5:
Put nozzle (with open valve) in bucket of water for 15 seconds to rinse hose. If 
desired, rinse boat's holding tank with water and pump dry.
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